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FLEET LIBRARY AT THE RHODE ISLAND
SCHOOL OF DESIGN =essitsmmnmse

i&it42 § Design company: Office dA
#h &5 Location: Providence, Rhode Island
T Area: 5,109.66 m?

BT Architects: Office dA

%22 Photographer: John Horner

Design Concept - #itzs

The challenge was to preserve the historic character of the space yet follow the
program necessary 1o serve the institution, and adhere fo rigid new mechanical,
safety, and accessibilify requirements, all within a project budget of $200/square
foot. Preserving and restering the unique character of this historic interior was
the designers imperative goal. However, because the programmatic needs of - N
the library superseded what the hall, in its original state, could accommodate,
architectural intervention became absolutely necessary and integral to the
preservation.  In addition, revitalizing the building to update its accessibility,
mechanical, and fire safety conditions calied for the careful implementation of
engineering fo prevent the space from becoming obsolete. Thus, the approach
for the RISD library incorporated not one, but three distinct architectural tactics:
preservation, engineering, and architectural intervention. » 253 R
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Feature «#=

The Fleet Library of the Rhode Island School of Design is an
example of the successful synergy of preservation, engineering,
and intervention.

SESBIUFERNVARBERZ—MRE. ITEATRZE
AINMER B3 .

Materials «#»

CNC Routed Fire Treated MDF, Expanco Cork Flooring, Baltic Birch
Plywood, Brushed Cold Rolled Steel Desktops, GFRG Balcony
Celling, Tempered Glass with 3M Transiucent Film

FER R EHR AN R B E TR . EXxpancoBURIAR . K
BRBHARB AR, LM AIY. CFRCIIAE KRR
SMHE B EIRINC BT
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Description of the Project «wus

The library is located in the main hail of the historic Hospital Trust Bank building
situated in downtown Providence, formerly owned by Fleet Bank. 1t houses an
extensive collection of art and design volumes, magazines, and muttimedia
resources, as well as group sfudy areas, classrooms, and administrative offices. The
banking hall has a barelvaulted coffered ceiling, 50 feet high, marble columns,
and beautiful details, and is on the National Register of Historic Places. A second
floor and part of a basement were included, the second fioor is used for special
collections, archives, the slide collection, picture collection and technical support.
The basement will accommedate future collection storage. The upper floors, 3
through 11, had already been developed as student housing for 500 students.

ZEPELEETRONYE DRBN D RSN ERFIERTEAMNE
RIT, UETEMNRITIREG. EFH T ZRERNZRSRITHE. £5. 5
TR NMNERSIRE. BEURTHROAE. BITATRHE0ERBHHE
BFRIER. REATMERHET, CHEERELIN. HNBLHTE
DREBEM—DS, CRBESREHRIE. MR QTR BREMEARE
B, MTREBHFRMNEDRENE. LENSE, MBI, BHFLMS00
BRERNFEER. ;
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Given the impossibility of fitfing the new program in the existing square footage, two new pavilions housing key
programmatic components were positicned within the barre! vautted void of the main hall, enabling the addiion of
new study spaces, a reading room, and a circulation island.  The inserted objects not only house these progroms,
but make use of every surface and pocket of space to maximize their functionality. Niches are occupied with study
carrels; one paviiontop holds the main reading room, and the circulation island edges house the reference desks,
and a range of other strategic uses of space. The paviions are conceived as colossal pieces of fumiture framing
a reading lounge in the center envisicned as a collective “living room” for the student domitories housed above
the library. They enhance the compoesition, character, and srength of the existing hall, without mirmicking or frying
fo copy its architecture. In addifion, both paviions were prefabricated and CNC milled off-site 1o aliow them 1o be
installed and dismantied, if need be in the future, in the most efficient manner and with minimal distubance to the

space.

The negotiation between the purfty of ihe architecture in the space, and the insertion of new elements (such as fire

3
3
X
£
&

stalrs and sprinkler systems) defined a strategy of camouflage as a way of threading new elements into the space in
the most inconspicuous manner. Thus, enginesring and preservation became collaborators in the restoration of the
historic nature of the bullding, while minimizing the visioilty of new building systerns. In completing this project, we were
able fo not only preserve this special space, but improve its functionality, and increase its lifespan within the context of

Providence's historical character.
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