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Rock Creek House

NADAAA

The Rock Creek House is an adaptive re-use project of a 1920's
brick structure that was originally composed of two floors, as
well as a mechanical basement at the garden level, and an at-
tic that offered storage space. This renovation and re-adaption
leveraged the connection with the landscape and the robust-
ness of the existing structure to modify the attic and base-
ment to double the size of the house, while offering room for
an expanding family of 5, with an added 2-3 staff members.
The most salient spatial intervention was the introduction of
a new stair at the center of the house as well as two multi-
height spaces. The first is a double height space at the entry,
connecting the entry level to the garden level, with a new
living room that extends the interior spaces to the south-

ern exposure. The second space connects the entry on the
northern side to the former attic, now a research and play loft
for the kids capped by a skylight. With these two interven-
tions the once stratified realms of storage, bedrooms, work
areas and living areas become interconnected and seamlessly

intertwined.
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While the north facade on the street remains relatively intact,
the idea of the house was also to develop a more generous
exposure to Rock Creek and the southern exposure, where
they extend the house into the garden areas. By expanding
the areas of glazing on the south, and establishing a more
precise relationship between rooms and their respective
apertures, a new architectural order is established on the
south — more informal, open and in dialogue with nature. At
the same time, this very simple strategy imposed maybe one
of the most radical impacts on the structure of the building.
By expanding the square footage of glass on the southern
face, effectively the load bearing function of the brick wall
was proportionally altered to become a curtain wall, with
steel structure providing both compressive and lateral stabil-
ity for this new face. Economical in its spatial organization, the
project leverages the existing composition of the house to ~ *

maximize its architectural and programmatic impact without

the need for demolition or an entire new construction.
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south elevation _after renovation
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1. living room

2. formal dining

3. office

4. guest suite

5. bathroom

6. mech/smart systems

7. chef's kitchen
8. exercise + play
9. garage

10. front door

11. entry

12. family room
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second floor

13. family dining 19. study nook

14. kitchen 20. bedroom

15. powder room 21. play room

16. master dressing room 22. play

17. master bedroom 23. additional storage
18. master bathroom 24. laundry

first floor
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Project: Rock Creek House / Location: Washington D.C., USA

Architects: NADAAA

Principal architects: Nader Tehrani; Katherine Faulkner, AIA

Project manager: Harry Lowd

Project team: Sarah Dunbar, Remon Alberts, John Houser, Stephen Saude,
Jonathan Palazzolo, Lisa Lostritto, Parke Macdowell, David Richmond,

Dane Assmusen, Ghazal Abbasy-Asbagh, Mehdi Alibakhshian, Sina Mesdaghi,
Tom Beresford, Dan Gallagher

Structural engineering: SGH

Mechanical engineering: Allied Consulting Engineering
Contractor: Abdo Development

Lighting: Hinson Design Group

AV and Integration: Bethesda Systems

Millwork: CW Keller Associates

Landscape architecture: Landworks Studio

Project type: adaptation of single family residence
Gross floor area: 10,200m? / Rooms: 45
Construction: 2011.9~2015.3

Photograph: ©John Horner (courtesy of the architect)
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7. family dining 8. master bathroom 9. study nook 10. bedroom 11. play 12. playroom | section B-B’
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