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Lovated i the beautiful Var countryside in southern Franee, the
program of Villa Varoise is the ourcome of an indepth study
into how innovative architecmumal compasition can be blended into
a specific geographival si - in this case, o sluping terriin, sod
the colors and hight of a Mediterrancan setting whese traditional
wvinevards and wees are still a feature of a countryside now covered
by large swarhes of holday homes,

The bref included demanding yet concrasting requirements.
The vacation hame had to fearute seven bedpooms, making it a
sort of dersir fawsidel. It was also required o be both secluded
from the curside world vet open to the sweeping views all around.
The archirecmral program has successfully medisted benween 1hese
upposites, Sloed into s sloping ploc where gradients range from
very gentle o steep, the building slips tnro its serting of residual
steetches of farmed land, ocher colored soil, and rocky ourcrops
hasking m the Meditereanean light, Taking ils cue from the age-old
couztyard plag, the new consruction becomes another “natwal”
fearare, its many articulared petspectives and interconnecdons
meeting rhe contasing demands of privacy and openness,

Two diverrng L-shaped wings form an open rthombeid-format
court with an wnusual peametrically shaped swimming pool In
keeping wath the bulding’s overall stratified layour, the courtvaed
stancs on @ mid-level between the upper and lower arms of the
Leshaped volume. Appropriately, the rwo wings serve different
LUAUPARD TEUITEITICTES.

The access ro the house is from the top of the plot via a parhway
paved with light-colored fagsrones and protected by an elogant
mwtal riling The entrance hall separares the maszer bedroom

in the north-facing volume from the continuous sequence of

commusty spaces {Iving room acd dining area) in the volume lying
an g northwest southeast axiz, Full-height pluzed sliding doors open
aut towards the swimming poal, creating & continuum with the
exterior of the lage open community spaces and forming o olce
of extreme wellbeing, luminous but sheliered, conled by the breeze
entering the house, secluded vet with views of the countryside.

One side of the iower Leshaped volume is adjacent o the sunken
swimming pool while the other norcheast-facing facade overlooks a
lawn, The o wings are hinged by 2 lving area connecting directly
with the cutside 1 form a compleely open intermediare zone
of the house. The night wing has bedrooms and Sathrooms
connected by a comtidor on the side nearsi the swimming pocl.
All the rooms have ample views, ther frontage widening as they
open up towards the ourside. Slender, rhythmically spaced, concrete
columnns peoject slightly beyond che clevation marking our the
inteenal divisions, Timber-slatted sliding screens shicld the glared
npenings and bedroams feom the light and prying eves,

The owerall result is a muoltiple-feature architecone: multiple
inresreiared fagades; abstmet stercomertnie monumentaliy alongside
bomey bght-flled interiors reaching our to connece with their
suttenmiciogs: o sharpargded  monclith shat i also an open,
family-friendly holiday home. The scoling marenaliey of these
closed compace shapes i further accentuated by the use of
unrendered concrere, the hotizonial lines of the formeyerk sl
thowang the veins and rough cut of the formwork, lending the
manmace chject an ormanic quality,. The architecture is one with
s testain, s varied composition - allesnating opague and open
sectinns - and namral colar all dilogue with the lendscape.

The overall rssult s g munple-tsatue achitecture: mulfiols
inferelated fagades: aostract siereometric monumentality

zlongside homey ligh

ed nteriors reaching out 1o connect with

Their surroundings: o sharp-angled monclith that is also an open,

farmivy-lriendly holiday home
farniy-friendly holiday hor
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Az Conseruction system

Roof comprising e s

blicks, waterpreoding

mernhzane, T 108 (180 mm)

rigid insnlarion, pered

reimforeed cancrere dat, snucen
Zine Masiung, double waterproctmg
meinbane, s1e] L-proflk,

347 (200 aomi) ply
31 578" {Th
tramisg aned insalation
el proile fremiay with
174 - 574 - 174" a2
plazinyg enit in seeed penfiies
“Timmbee sill

Fagade: comprisng

57/ (150 mm) exposed
coretete soracty e, 4 (100 mom)
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insulation e, 7787 (150 )
eqposed CoNGIe MU
Drzinage pariel oa

wagerpronfing membrane

Srome il focing, Jew
tager, 21787 (3
sermedd, 47 (L0 mes) riged
insubition, 7 (230 aun eaposed
reinforced coacrers slab

11/8" (50 num) stune pavers,
soreed, pravel Al

Sliclings amirar: doces wirk
104304 - 14 (B/21E mim)
glhing nnir

Foller blind

Stowre elab, penfomced

comerete shan

181747 (465 1) exposed
seinfoace] concsete S,
waterpructing membrane,

19-

sereed, plass tle finish

- 63 170 i) reanfseced

concrere strucmate,
watepeaafing mericane,
steel T profles

Railings coueing G sted
hars and stec] pipe profiks

S s e

aepeoofing mermbmane,
insulating layzr

Steel Loprofile cching
Green ool comptising sol,
ann wover: fabric merbeane,
drmiriage blanket, waterprooting
membirane, 7 158 {180 o}
usudation laves, vapor barrier,
tapeted seinforced cotwrets
slab, stusen

Winiew with 178" {12 )
glass i seeel C-profiles
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1727 (12 ) safery ghas

in steel profiles

Stoeeo drush, wmpered pantorced
combcele SlEactuge, vaput Laive,
2376 (0 iy rigid inselation,
reinfurced ennerets stracune
Smone ke floodng, screod, wapor
harries, 3173 (90 mia) rigil
ingalariom, renforced coacrere slab
Teak floohoards

Teak stens

Stmne ke flaonng, it sceed,
wapon bacries, 3 38" (8% wech
tigd insalurion

Diench with storage space covered
b stone sheer

Shiding sux
feares an

. Swane pavess, soresd, prevel

Ly, carth
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CREDITS

Location: Var Department, France - Completion Date: 2019 - Gross Floot Area: 490 m® - Architects: NADAAN in
collaboration with Bidard & Raissi - Principals: Nader Tehrani NADAAA), Shirin Raissi and Marie-Eve Bidard (Bidard
& Raissi) - Project Managers: Harry Lowd and Lisa LaCharité (NADAAAY, Majed Katir (Bidard & Raissit - Main
Contractor: Mauro '

Consultants
Structural; ECL Simpson, Gumpertz & Heger - Mechanical and Electrical: TPFI - Landscape: Jean Mus - Lighting:
Inedi
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Photography by John Horner Photography

Portrait image (Nader Tehrani) by Carmen Maldonado coartesy of NADAAA

Portrait image (Shirin Raissi and Marie-Eve Bidard) by Benoit Linero courtesy of Bidard & Raissi




